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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E : 

Mission Statement 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, is a 

Roman Catholic Community, built upon 

faith in God, centered in Christ and dedi-

cated to Mary, Mother of the Church. As 

a welcoming family inspired by the Holy 

Spirit and gifted with the boundless love 

and mercy of God, we are committed to 

becoming witnesses of Godôs presence in 

the Southtowns Lakeshore area, nurturers 

of life, promoters of justice and stewards 

of Godôs creation. 

blessed to have had a close 

grammar school friend in Fr. 

Joseph Bissonette. Sadly, he 

was murdered 25 years ago 

while literally serving the 

poor. Not only a true boy-

hood friend, Fr. Joe set an 

example by his noble convictions 

about the church as a source of 

strength and goodness through 

the ministry of His Priesthood. A 

decade later, after my graduation 

from Michigan State University, 

my whirl at professional baseball 

and Law School, it was Fr. Joe 

who stood by me when I was dis-

cerning my priestly vocation. Af-

ter my ordination at the age of 

thirty-one I stepped into my first 

parochial role. I was over-

whelmed at first by my priestly 

responsibilities. I thought, "Who 

are these people?  

After all, what do I know 

about them? Or for that matter, 

what do they know about me?" 

So much was new. Who could 

possibly listen to them all? But 

then their words of encourage-

ment and their respect for the 

Priesthood became an energizing 

force. In the rhythm of genuine 

prayer, we shared stories of our 

lives, got to know one another, 

and walked together braced by 

                       (contôd page 2) 

Upon his mission-

ary departure for Af-

rica last spring, Pope 

Benedict XVI an-

nounced his decision 

to establish a special 

"Year for Priests". The 

purpose was to highlight the role 

and mission of clergy in church and 

modern society. The year for priests 

began on June 19 and will last until 

June 19, 2010. The date is in con-

nection with the 150th anniversary 

of the death of the Holy Cure' d'Ars, 

John Mary Vianney. A true exam-

ple of a pastor at the service of 

Christ's flock, St. John has long 

been designated the patron of parish 

priests.  

The pope's proclamation gives 

me pause for reflecting on my own 

45 years as priest, my nearly 20 

years as your pastor, and the Priest-

hood in general.  

The call to serve God and the 

church came to me a little later in 

life, though the sound of His voice 

stirred in the silence of my heart at 

an early age. I am reminded of this 

by the words of Francis Thompson 

in his poem "The Hound of 

Heaven" where he writes, "nothing 

can content you, that does not con-

tent me." God put a person in my 

life who was instrumental in my 

vocation. In my younger days I was 
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words of virtually the only 

hymn we knew at that time, 

following the liturgical re-

form of Vatican II, "Praise to 

the Lord."  

This first assignment as 

an assistant at St. Cecilia's 

Church in Oakfield, N.Y. 

seemed destined by God. 

Ironically, it was the church 

where my parents got mar-

ried! They had died shortly 

after my ordination. What a 

story! Was it mere coinci-

dence? I think not. My father 

& mother's love was in my 

heart fostering my vocation 

in this particular parochial 

experience. This and the 

guiding hand of the Holy 

Spirit, the love of God's people inspired me to do 

Christ's work as a teacher, coach and Athletic Direc-

tor at Notre Dame High School in Batavia, my Princi-

palship at Bishop Turner High School in Buffalo, and 

my Chaplaincy at U.B's Newman Center. Finally, in 

1990, Bishop Edward Head informed me, "The Holy 

Spirit told me to send you to Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help Church in Lake View. And you will love it 

there!" And so it came to be.  

On my arrival here I was greeted by Fr. Paul 

Durkin, who was retiring after 15 years as pastor. He 

handed over to me a rich legacy of religious family 

founders and spirited parishioners. I slowly began to 

rediscover my earlier parochial experience of loving 

service. It was enlightening to me that life's moments 

are not just moments of isolated incidents, but rather 

merge to form a beautiful mosaic. The story of my 

priestly service to you, God's people, began to unfold 

even more and be told over and over again in my 

celebrating Mass, sharing prayer and the Scriptures, 

baptizing and blessing children, consoling the be-

reaved, encouraging the despondent, ministering to 

the sick, forgiving sins, and over all, having compas-

sion on the spiritually poor and those deprived of a 

decent life. Many days I awake and realize the power 

of the priestly story I have been living. Thanks be to 

God and to all those who love and care.  

As Pope Benedict went on to say in his message, 

the priest's mission is carried out in the church so 

that the expectations of the faithful are appropriately 

safeguarded. His words are merely a modern elabo-

ration on the passage from N.T.ôs  Letter to the He-

brews (5:1-6) where the author writes that ñEvery 

priest is taken from among the people and made 

them a representative before God to offer gifts and 

sacrifices for us. He is able to deal patiently with the 

ignorant and erring, for  he himself is beset and so, 

for this reason must make offerings for himself as 

well as for the peopleò. Thus, every Christian by vir-

tue of Baptism and Confirmation is a  member of the 

ñcommon priesthoodò from which the ordained 

priest is chosen by God. 

The call of a priest consists in the way of life 

which the Lord Jesus inaugurated and which His dis-

ciples made their own. The priests who follow in 

their footsteps in the "one, holy, catholic and apos-

tolic church" and to whom this awesome task is en-

trusted must aspire to perfection. So remember those 

who are discerning their call to the Priesthood, keep 

our priests always in your hearts and assist them 

throughout this "Year for Priests" with this prayer: 

Lord, may your priests be holy, filled with the fire of 

your love and a burning desire to serve you. Amen  

Fr. Johnôs 45th Anniversary Mass on July 26, 2009 
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